
Table 4

1979-82 Death Rates 1 for Selected Leading causes by Health Service Area by Race
North Carolina Residents Under Age 20

Residence and Race Underlying Cause of Death 2

North Carolina

Total

Deaths
Motor Vehicle

Accidents3

Other
Accidents4

Congenital
Anomalies5 Cancer* Homicide 7 Suicide8

Heart

Disease'

Pneumonia/
Influenza 10

Whites

Nonwhites

103.9

152.8

22.5

15.2

10.2

14.4

14.7

14.4

4.7

3.7

2.3

5.9

3.6

1.2

2.0

3.9

1.6

2.9

HSAs
Western

White

Nonwhite
102.6

155.0

21.2

13.3

9.5

11.0

12.5

14.1

5.6

2.3

2.2

7.8

2.8

0.8

1.8

1.6

2.0

5.5

Piedmont

White

Nonwhite
98.1

118.5

21.3

13.7

10.7

12.5

15.3

11.9

5.0

3.9

2.1

4.5

5.2

1.2

2.4

3.6

1.2

0.9

So. Piedmont

White
Nonwhite

102.6

154.6

23.7

9.7

9.3

10.6

14.1

16.5

4.4

5.0

2.3

6.9

3.9

0.9

2.2

4.7

1.4

2.8

Capital

White
Nonwhite

97.0

163.4

20.5

14.2

8.8

15.3

16.0

12.7

3.8

3.1

2.6

7.1

3.6

1.7

2.3

3.1

0.6

2.8

Cardinal

White

Nonwhite
112.5

158.5

25.3

19.0

12.4

17.7

12.8

14.8

4.7

3.0

2.6

5.3

3.1

0.9

1.4

4.4

1.9

2.7

Eastern

White

Nonwhite
112.7

159.4

23.9

16.6

10.6

14.9

18.2

15.2

4.1

4.2

2.0

5.5

3.0

1.3

1.8

4.2

2.4

3.7

'Deaths per 100,000 population. 'Ninth Revision International Classification of Disease (ICD) categories. Footnotes 3- lu give the ICD codes.
'810-825. 4800-807, 826-949. 740-759. 6140-208. 7960-978. 8950-959. '390-398,402,404-429. ™480-487.

Variations by Health Service Area and Race

For selected causes of death among residents under

age 20, Table 4 provides race-specific death rates for the

state's six Health Service Areas (HSAs). Here, selected

causes are the leading causes of non-infant deaths under

age 20. These data reveal the following patterns of mor-

tality among the state's youthful population:

HSA Race Cause of Death

Western Nonwhite Homicide & pneu./influ.

Piedmont White Suicide

So. Piedmont Nonwhite Cancer and heart disease

Capital Nonwhite Homicide and suicide

Cardinal White &
Nonwhite Accidents

Eastern White
Nonwhite

Cong, anomalies & pneu./influ.
Pneumonia/influenza

• For total deaths, no white or nonwhite HSA rate

exceeded the corresponding state rate by as much
as ten percent. However, the highest HSA white

rate exceeded the lowest by 16 percent and the

highest HSA nonwhite rate exceeded the lowest

by 38 percent. In fact, compared to a nonwhite rate

of 118.5 in the Piedmont HSA, nonwhite rates in

every other HSA were a least 30 percent higher.

Each of these differences is statistically significant.

• Based on comparisons among HSAs and to the

state as a whole, the following excesses appear

most notable:

• Comparisons among the twelve race-specific HSA
rates for total deaths reveal that the lowest non-

white rate (118.5) exceeded the highest white

rate (112.7).

Concerning the below-average mortality of nonwhite

Piedmont youth, both age distribution and lower age-

specific death rates were contributing factors. A low

birth rate resulted in fewer Piedmont youth being

exposed to the relatively high risk of death in infancy. At

the same time, when compared to corresponding state

rates, 1978-82 death rates among infants and other young

age groups favored the Piedmont nonwhite by 20 per-

cent or more. (3)


